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are a gosPeLcentered church of theo]ogica] clepth,



[ et us hold fast the confession of our Aope without
wavering, for he who /Dromisca/ /5
faithful And let us consider how to stir up one
another to love and gooa/ WOI”LS, not ncg/ccf/hg
to meet toge ther, as s the habit of some,
but encourag/hg one anot/zef; and all the more
as you see the Daﬂ dra wing near.
~ chrcws 10:2%-25



Covenant Presbyterian Church of Fort Smith
Welcome & Information

Welcome to Covenant Presbyte rian Church of Fort Smith! We are glad that you
have come to worship the true and living God with us. Our wor ship service, in
essence, is a covenant renewal ceremony in which the covenant community gathers to
hear the covenant promises, whic h have been secured for us by Christ, and respond in
faith. The congregation is not a passive but active participant in the worship service.

If you are visiting with us this morning, please complete a visitor’s card and place it in

the offering plate during the offertory so that we may have a record of your visit.

Paraments: Liturgical colors have an instructional purpose and point us to the life of
Christ and the great acts of redemptive history. Purple paraments are displayed during
the Advent season. Purple represents hope, expectation, confidence, and anticipation.
During Advent, we are reminded of the significance of the threefold advent of Christ in
His incarnation, His dwelling in our hearts by His Spirit, and His glorious return at the
last day.

Giving: We give as an act of worship. We give because God first gave to us (1 John
4:10-11). We are to give freely, sacrificially, and abunda ntly. We encourage you to
give during our offertory today as a n act of worship of our Almighty God.

Seating: Please be courteous by moving toward the front of the sanctuary providing
room in the back for those arriving late.

Restrooms: Restrooms are available at the East-end on the sanctuary level or
downstairs at the East-end of the hallway. Please use the restrooms downstairs during
the worship service.

Covenant Email List: Please subscribe to our Covenant email list for church
information and announcements. https://tinyletter.com/cpcfs

WEEKLY GIVING SUMMARY

General fund giving — December 1st: $9,265
Designated giving: $170
Total giving: $9,435

General fund giving (year-to-date): $381,334
Designated giving (year-to-date): $7,973
Total giving: $389,307



Covenant Presbyterian Church of Fort Smith

Second Sunday of Advent
Lord’s Day, December 8th, 2019

The prelude is a sacred curtain dropped between the world and the sanctuary. During this time,
be prayerful and reverent in preparation for the worship of our holy God in His sanctuary.
(Please silence all phones and electronic devices.)

Prelude Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Striking of the Hour

**The Lighting of the Love Candle

Greeting

*Call to Worship (Minister) Isaiah 7:14; John 3:16-17
Let us worship God.

Minister: The Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him.

* = Please stand if able.

** = The second candle is the candle of Love and is purple in color. Also known as the Bethlehem Candle, the
second candle is lighted pointing to the Messiah being born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem as foretold by the
prophet Micah.



*Song of Ascent (Unison)

Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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Scripture Reading Ruling Elder Greg Bailey

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12

James 4:1-4

Elder: This is the Word

of the Lord.

Congregation: Thanks be to God.



*Hymn of Praise (Unison) Psalm 133
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Prayer of Adoration and Invocation Ruling Elder Greg Bailey

Gloria Patri (Unison)
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

Confession of Sin (Unison) Psalm 79:9-10a

Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of your name, deliver us, and

atone for our sins, for your name’s sake! Why should the nations say, “Where is
their God?”

Silent Confession of Sin



Assurance of Pardon (Unison) 1 Peter 2:24

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live
to righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed.

*Hymn of Rejoicing (Unison) Gentle Mary Laid Her Child
Trinity Hymnal, 229

Affirmation of Faith (Unison) The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
and born of the virgin Mary,
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended into hell.**
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Pastoral Prayer of Intercession and Thanksgiving Dr. John Clayton

* = Please stand if able.

**According to the Westminster Larger Catechism, “Christ's humiliation after his death consisted in his being
buried, and continuing in the state of the dead, and under the power of death till the third day; which hath been
otherwise expressed in these words, He descended into hell” (WLC 50).



The Lord’s Prayer (Unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever.
Amen

Worship with Tithes & Offering O Come, O Come, Emmanuel

Music: 13th century Plainsong
Arr. by Hal. H. Hopson

*The Doxology (Unison)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host:
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Amen.

Prayer of Dedication Deacon Drake Smith

* = Please stand if able.



Sermon Love among Friends Dr. John Clayton
John 15:12-17 (Pew Bible, 902)

*Hymn of Response (Unison) Benediction
Trinity Hymnal, 730

Pastoral Benediction Numbers 6:24-26
Minister: The Lord bless you and keep you,; the Lord make his face to shine
upon you and be gracious to you, the Lord lift up his countenance upon you and

give you peace.

Congregation: Thanks be to God! Amen.

Postlude Within a Crib My Savior Lay



NOTES
Love among Friends
John 15:12-17 (Pew Bible, 902)

1. Introduction

II. Sacrifice Demands Obedience

II1. Election Produces Fruit

IV. Friendship Enables Love



“777/:5 15 my commandment, that you Jove one another as /
have loved you. (reaterlove has no one than this, that
someone /aﬂ down his life for his friends. You are my friends
/}[ﬂou do what [ command gou. No /onger do [ call you
servants, for the servant does not know what his masteris
a’o/ng; but / have called you friends, for all that [ have heard
from my /:at/na/’//mve made known toyou. You did not
choose me, but [ chose you and a/opofntcc/ you that you
should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so
that whatever you ask the [atherin my name, he may give 1t
to you. | hese things [command you, so that you will love

one anot/m/‘.

- _John i5:12~17



Announcements & uPcoming [ vents

Advent: Advent is a four week period in which the Church, rejoicing in Christ’s first coming,
eagerly looks forward to Christ’s coming again. Beginning with the Sunday nearest November
30 and ending on the day before Christmas, the se ason is observed for the four Sundays prior to
Christmas.

We observe Advent using an Advent Wreath. Specific candles are lit at the beginning of every
worship service during Advent. More information is available within this bulletin.

Community Groups: Our Community Groups will meet tonight, at 5:30 p.m. Community
Group locations are: south (Leraris), east (Haines), central (Bailey), and Fellowship Hall
(Clayton).

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service: Our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service will be at 5:30

p.m. on Tuesday, December 24 . Please invite your friends and famil y to join us on this special
evening.

Nursery Workers:

December 1

Church Service — Josie Taylor & Lilly Smith
December 15

Church Service — Jill Rowland & Beth Smith
December 22

Church Service — Nan Hudson & Maddie Burgin
December 29

Church Service — Sydney Clayton & Judy Sagely

Stamcmc
Dr. Jol‘m Clagton, Minister
Reverend Jason Glover, Asst. Minister of Cl‘xaplain Ministrg
Brandon Bohn, Director of Music & Media
Nancg Krelﬁbicl, Director of Women's Ministrg, F Sl and Caregiving

Session Diaconate
Jo}m C!afjtom T‘eaclﬁing Elder Roger Agers, Dcacor\ Justin r‘]ome, Deacon
Grcg Bailcg, Kuling [lder Braélcg Burgin, Deacon Joshua | ochala, Deacon
Jon Hlendrickson, Ku[ing [lder B]ain B!aylock, Deacon Briar\ Maurer, Deacon
Mike rﬂudson, Ku[ing E_[cler Chanc”cr Garrctt, Deacon Stevc Rowland, Dcacon
Grcg Magncssj Ruling Elder Jcrcmy Good, Deacon Drake Smith, Deacon

CJng Tﬂartman, Deacon

Covenant Frcsbgterﬁan Church (FC/\) * 120 North 9t Street
Fort Smith, AR 72901 *(479) 242-7737 * cpcfs.org



